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Group girds to battle Trump over 'ghost rules' 

There were about 25 identified Obama administration rules the end of the when 
White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus issued a after President 

was Jan. 

"Some of these rules had 
Office of Information and 

taken down from the " said Michael 
Citizen 

Other rules withdrawn from OIRA had been .......... ,.,,,.. and needed to be sent to the 
Office of the Federal Another 

n~irl"il"'lc said it's not 
withdraw rules all the time. The 

"It's unclear whether 
or taken down for further 

"The lack of 

"You're not to be able to 
me to "' she said. 

While some 

'The 

was sent to OFR but not 

as 
were removed. 

"he said. 

and former 
been 

and I'm what he told 
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answer is "the said to do " then outside can sue the is 
""'"'""'~''"-""'"'' and ,..,.,._,. ... ,,...., 

if a rule has a which some of the rules an 
can be sued if the deadline is missed. 

the rules was a U.S. EPA measure that would have 
ensured the absence of in 

rule that would 
have a 
Reservation in Utah. 

A vanished rule from the 

The railroad 
accident. 

A withdrawn 
manufactured 

an Administrative Procedure Act violation. 

a rule are no 

of crude oil. 
it could have the 

conservation standards for 
and has a deadline. 

heads this week each to avoid 

that identified 
interest based on facts discovered when it 

after the 
wrote. 

was initiated and in of the comments have rf'!c~f'!I'Vf'!ltl_ 

"Either silence or a statement to the effect that 'President 
abandon the rule because he is to to be overturned 
the courts. But even if this were not the case, 

Curtis 
Office 

their actions and not act in a 

officials with reasons for 

"I called OFR a 

that 

have .......... "''~"~ 
have not been made 

and 

Once an sends a rule to the the measure awaits which can 
sometimes take weeks to months. When the OFR to a rule in the 

said 

it a list. that wish to withdraw a rule that is on the list must send 
a rationale. If the rule is not on the the can 

said an OFR official told him he could file a FOIA for the listed but there is no 
record of the ones withdrawn with a call. 
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'A strange, new world 

It's not unusual for a new to freeze the when office. 

W. Bush and Clinton similar orders as But in those 
finalized. 

looked at controversial rules issued near the end of the 

and some were under 

"It was said in an email. 

A 2002 GAO found that some Clinton administration rules were but the bulk 
of them took effect. For of the withdrawn the first a orcmc>se,a 
rule and invited the final action. 

an administration will withdraw a rule but offer a new one in its The 
W. Bush administration a of 

conditioners in 2001. A lawsuit over that went to 
the rule in 2006. 

with a new but 
the current is The combination of 

executive order that to toss two rules for new one and 
continued use of the Review Act to kill rules has left the 

that these rules could vanish without much of a and others said. 

"We're in a new world said. 
Want to read more stories like this? 

energy and environmental action with an average of more than 20 stories a 
from to Clean Air Act to 

on 
Greenwire 
lands 
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